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MIDTOWN IS PERFECT MARKET FOR BUY-TO-RENT
REAL ESTATE
BY ABDUL SAHLY

Their Midtown vintage market draws thousands
of customers
To these upbeat volunteers, every animal is a
priority

NNB Student Reporter
Her job: make white people aware of blacks’
struggles
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — In 2012 Amber
His work graces public places and private homes
around the country

Mack decided to look for a rented apartment.
She had lived in Gulfport, Fla. for years, but
she moved into Midtown, where she had grown

At the age of 6, she knew what she wanted to be

up, finding it a vital neighborhood, with good
homes and prices.

Abdul Sahly | NNB
Real estate in Midtown.

Mack a Certified Nursing Assistant said
Midtown was not good in terms of services and

They shared a childhood of tense times, warm
memories
He rocks ‘n’ rolls in a music buff’s dream job
Photojournalist finds her bliss behind the camera

interests when she was a little girl.
Unsavory people and heinous crimes? That’s his
beat
But, in the last decade, Midtown has seen huge development and is one of the best places.
“There are many services around here; I can walk to both the post office and shopping, and it takes only

By being honest about who he is, he makes a
difference

five minutes to drive to my work,” she said.

13 Years later, she’s back as a teacher and role
model

Midtown is becoming a place for many people who are looking for a good neighborhood to live in. Many

A Sunday tradition: faith and fancy hats

developments have been going on.
For Times photojournalist, life’s a day at the
beach
This historic neighborhood in the heart of St. Petersburg, where most residents part of African American
community, has also been a place for investors during the boom.

Pop open a cold one at Midtown’s 3 Daughters
Brewing

Midtown is a community located in a 5.5 square mile area south of downtown St. Petersburg, Fla.,

Polish distillery brings distinctive spirits to
Midtown

between 2nd Ave. N. and 30th Ave. S. to the north and south, and 4th St. and 34th St. to the east and
west.

On patrol, the routine can suddenly turn serious

In the past 25 years, the City of St. Petersburg has facilitated a number of development projects in

At alternative weekly, food and drink are her
beats

Midtown, including Pinellas County Job Corps Center, Seaboard Coastline RR Terminal, Dome Industrial
Park and many other projects.

Passionate piano, colorful footwear help him
coach journalists

“I like the activities here,” said Joe Washington, a musician who has been living in a rent apartment for a

Mining disaster helped steel him for a new
career in public relations

month.
Washington said the rent prices are reasonable, and he finds that Midtown is good place for his work

As college building goes up, he’s a maestro in
Midtown

because of the neighborhood’s vibrant life. “The church sometimes distributes free food,” he added.

School strives to break the cycle of generational
poverty

Mazen Marie is an investor in St. Petersburg. He said Midtown is considered a good choice for investors

He finds the facts, the people and the payments
that elude others

because of its proximity to downtown. “It is close from USFSP, hospitals in downtown and companies.”
Marie indicated that most investors are looking for old and cheap houses in Midtown, and then they fix

He lives his son’s dream, every step of the way

them and put them up for rent.

Lorene’s is still thriving after two decades in The
Deuces

“It is the perfect market for buying crack houses for buy-to-rent,” he said.

Inside a struggling middle school, the student
newspaper is thriving
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Tampa Bay Times reporter Drew Harwell said that in the past five years nearly 90 percent home sales
have gone to cash. The report indicated that buyers want to fix up and rent out Midtown’s abandoned
homes. Buyers don’t care how run down the home is, as long as they want to rent it out.
Aaron Bond, a realtor at Keller Williams Realty, said that demanding of housing in the Midtown area is
moderate.
“The average sale price for the last six months in Midtown is $137,366,” he said.
Bond said the housing market in few next years is expected to be stable. “There is a high demand with
low inventory in general. I don’t think there is a special demand in Midtown specifically. That may
change with the flood insurance rate changes.”
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